[Improved survival in children with neuroblastoma].
The aims of the present study were to analyze whether changes in incidence and mortality rates have taken place in Denmark during the period 1981-2005, and whether the distribution of known prognostic factors has changed during this period. A total of 206 children below 15 years of age with neuroblastoma or ganglioneuroblastoma who were diagnosed in Denmark between 1981 and 2005. The incidence was 8.68 per million children below 15 years of age (world standard 9.6) and 43.5 per million children below 12 months of age and these incidences have remained unchanged since 1970. The mortality rate has decreased steadily during the study period. The prognostic factors age, stage and site of primary tumour did not change during the study period and were not different from those reported by others. 32% of the children were below 12 months of age at diagnosis. 53% of the children had metastatic disease. The overall 5-year survival increased over the study period from 38% in 1981-1985 to 69% in 2001-2005. A significant increase in the survival of children > 12 months of age with stage 4 disease was also observed. Relapse/disease progression more than three years from diagnosis occurred in only 2% of patients. The median time from relapse to death was three months. The survival of children with neuroblastoma in Denmark has increased significantly over the last 25 years.